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nul so » .*--. In addi¬
tion to this d amounts to

IU4.-...V.!"..--. mnkh la] assets of $13,-
5ÍÍ.421.81, .-in excess of $3,431,718.33 over

the entire city Indebtedness, It is a most

gratifying showing. The conclusion Is
that the city's affairs on the whole have
been weil managed, and ncain. that Rich¬
mond, as a corporation, lias shared In
the general prosperity of .the propio. By
.Ing in city lands and by taking

Ion of lier "natural monopolies,"
Richmond mr.de splendid Investments,
and has substantial values to show for

n ore, of her debt. If
Id soli out to-day nt the figures

nemed. she would have a profit more

'¦'. Thu'. Is a plcus:int reminder
new year.

Armstrohg Committee.
ihs of faithful nnd unremlt-

-"¦" w°rl '¦¦ istrong committee has
brought ¡:. Investigations to an ehd, The
famous Hughes probe has been returned
to Its sh«*a:h, and Hamilton. Hill, Jordan
and the others who succeeded In eluding
it may breathe more easily. '' "M-n.-t of
those, on the other hand, who «lid not
80 elude it have lew cause to congratu¬
late themselves. In Kettln«? al the facts
as they existed, Mr. Hughes was des¬
tined, as it fell out, to unmake a good
many shining reputations and remove the
mask from a good many hitherto smiling
faces. And the end. of, course, Is not yet.
The Armstrong Investigation has been

in every way a .big thing for this country.
How far-reacijliig 1rs disclosures were to
be probably no mno dreamed when the
work begun. A mass of illegality and
corruption has bees uncovered, before
which, it is no exaggeration to say, the
entire country stands startled. Men of
lofty position nnd honored nnme have
been found guilty of common fraud and
wholesale rascality. The deplorable con¬

ditions Into which had fallen one of our
great national institutions, whose integ¬
rity is a matter of virtually universal
interest, lias been shown forth as with a
great white light, une* early and com¬

plete reform at least distinctly foreshad¬
owed. Too much priiis»* cannot bo given
to the abilltj
who had ibf
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the splendid work of this committee tlio
people have been given one more oppor.
tunlly to mako it perfectly plain that
graft In any form Is simply nrit t0 De
tolerated.
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agreed on what nerilp to he done, nnd Ibe
choleo and application of remedies Is all
that now remain!".

Poems You Ought to Know.
When The Times Dispatch began the

publication of "I'liems You Ought to

Know," «m October ll, 1W3» It wns not In¬
tended to make this publication a tem¬

plo of faino or nn unalterable criterion
or the greatest masterpieces written, it
was rather Intended to uso a quotation
from Professor Norton, "To give our

renders every day a chance for a little
Inner refreshment." That we have suc¬

ceeded In carrying out this Intention Is
abundantly evidenced by the spontaneous
thanks wo have received for this featuro
fiom our readers In every walk of life.
Now, however, comes our friend, The
Dally Progress, of Cliarlottesvllle, busk¬
ing In tho reflected literary radlnnco of
tho University of Virginia, and says:
"But we must protest against our

l'h-hmoiui contemporary shovelling out
such rubbish to its renders as poetry. It
vitiates the taste «if t!i" younger gene¬
ration, who aie for tho most part the
persons who read and devour newspaper
poetry It is a good habit, un admirable
habit, for every young boy or girl to read
dally a passage from s'orne really good
poet.an ode or lyric, or a few stanzas

lions from some standard * epic.
Tkerp ar« ::-, - minor poems of Milton's

.- be gotten by heart.the
; '';- L'Allogro, Ponseroso, and

.. Nation« Bonis or the short
« Byron such .1- the Prisoner of

FlobrCW Melodies; some
.' .-. nil iris .'" Tenn'yspn, such
as cksley Hall, Come Into tho Gar-
»len. Maud, the Miller's Daughter, nnd
.the Songs from the Princess; some of
Longfellow's short poems» such as Ex-

Islor, the Psalm of Ufa and the Bridge;
seme of Bryant's, such as Thanatopsls
and the Evening Wind; some of Camp¬bell's, such as Hohenllnden and Battle

the Baltic. And there are twenty or
'- others that will occur lo the In¬
tent nnd cultured reader; hill only

-'¦ Progress has undertaken to
the In poi tiyil question of

t to, and what Is no*, poetry that
r known we will respectfully

K In ;'¦ harrow and limited
omorallty, It has Included

..-.:.; balderdash as Long-
:'¦ eU or, and has made no men-

a "' by Poo. .-\ccordlng to
.»rrei« "there are some twenty or
..-...» p.yirju, but no more." that

% a i!e i :o Its narrow list, In this
r thirty we must fire room for

extracts from SRakrspenre, Spenser,
Wadsworth, Pope, Dryden. Pit: Gerald, the
Browning?. Coleridge. .Moore. Keats,

S telley. Stevenson, Swinburne,
eray, Kipling, Rosette, and, to use

the Progress's own language, "others
that will occur to the cultured nnd Intel¬
ligent reader."
To com.« nearer home, i; will be a

close fit to ,find place for I'oe, Lowell,
Whitman, Timrod and Hayne, if the
Progress is really serious In limiting its
nnmber to "twenty or thirty others, and

ore." Though, of course, the num-
iK'i f oems n man ought to Uno i- Is

¦- easily determined without knowing
tin caps :-.- of his mind. This, however,
gives a practical turn to an academic rl1?-

Certalnly, the Progress has said nothing
that would lead us to change our custom
of ¡irlnting a dally poem wh'le there re¬

main so many good ones still unused.
Further, «« will say for the information
of the Pvusrress, that these poems are
not furnished by a syndicate or bureau,
but A.re chosen and prepared by a mem¬
ber of '.It* Tlmes-Dlspatch editorial staff;
and. If the Progress so desires, It can
set forth its own aleas of what poems
ought to hi« printed without any further
cost than that which we are now pay¬
ing.namely, our own time, work and
care.

Family Discipline.
Congressman John Lamb thinks that

the way to break up hazing at the In¬
stitutions of learning Is to ninko a ju¬
dicious application, when occasion de¬
mands, of a good hickory switch. That
is manifestly an impracticable remedy
at the colleges, for many of the college
students are too old to he flogged, but If
tli», switch were more freely used at
homo there would ba fewer outbreaks
at college. Tho family is our great
training school for thé young, and it is
one of the most serious defects in our

modern civilization that family discipline
has become more and more lax; that
children are given too many privileges;
that there is too little exercise of pa¬
rental authority and too great disposi¬
tion on the part of parents to commit
ih». moral as well as Intellectual training
of i heir children to the public schools.
Moral Instruction in school is good, but

moral Instruction at home Is Indispensa¬
ble to the best development of charac¬
ter. No teacher can take the place of
father and mother, especially mother, arid
In this new year the best resolution
which parent's can muk»j Is that they
will determine by the help of God to
give their boys and girls such discip¬
line as the Word of God prescribe.«» and
njolns. If Lhoy will make this resolu¬

tion, nnd stick to it, school discipline and
college discipline will be very much slm-
pllflcd, and collc-g«} outbreaks and In¬
subordination will he scarcely known at
all.

Virginia Military Records.
Senator John W. Daniel, who Is chair¬

man «if the History Committee of the
Grand Camp, C. v., has prepared a bill
to be proposed at the approaching session
Of tho Qloneral Assembly, which will be
of special interest lo Confederates and to
all who h«ve the cause, The bill pro-
vide« for "the appointment of a socVo-
tary Of the Virginia Military Record,
prescribing his duties! and for colleoi-
ing materials tor the history of Virginia
In the Civil War." toscwlNrYo will be
found a lbtter from Babutor Daniel, out¬
lining Hi«- bill 'l|"! giving reasons why
ii should «. passed, lie says that the
War Department is about* i«> publish the
rolls of all the forces, Confederate as
wölb as Union, that served m any tlrpa
«lui-liig tin- Civil Win-, an»! lliat the n,..
partiuuit has Invited the co-operation of

the Hiato, and that while this has boon
given in considerable degree, II should
b<« continued. The scnnlór pays a Just
tríbulo to ho work Of Major Robert \V.
Hunter, who, with Ihn able tisslstniice
of Captain itnlclgh T, Pnnlel, hns res¬

cued many rolls nnd papers which other'
«vise would have been lost. Hut Major
Hunter's office. Which was created by
net approved March 7. 11*01, has now ex¬

pired by limitation, ami the bill which
he has drawn provides In general terms

for the recreation of thai office and
giving the work a wider .«cope,

it is the deslro of the Grand Camp
that this work, so admirably done thus
far by Major Hunter nnd Captain Daniel,
bo completed, and we hope the bill will
pass, The war history of Virginia Is a

record of honor, and rlt must uc pre¬
served in durable form. The time to

gather the materials nnd put them In
form Is near, when the men who helped'
to make the history are living. Wo
should dishonor ourselves If wo neglected
the opportunity to build this monument

to.the memory of Our heroes. To lose
the record by neglect were almost as bad
as to sell one's birthright.

Intermarriage of Races Prohibited
13y some unaccountable oversight the

editor of Queries and Answers understood
a correspondent to ask what States pro¬
hibited the Intermarriage of races, and
replied to the question as It was under¬
stood. It turns out that the correspon¬
dent asked what States permitted the
Intermarriage of races. The error was

so palpable that It needs hardly to bo
corrected, but for the sake of accuracy
we repeat that the following Slntea pro¬
hibit the Intermarriage of races;

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Delaware', Florida, Georgia,
Iilnho, Indian Territory, Kentucky, Mary¬
land, Louisiana, Mlsacsslppl, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Carolina, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Carolina', Tennessee, Texas,
Utah, Virginia and West Virginia.

It will he observed, by the way, that
the law Is not. confined by any means to
the Southern States.

Judging from tlio amount of free ad-

ertlslng the Mars canals have recently
t reived, the Mar;lone. Commission must
iwn an agent who has Mr. Bishop beat
if the block.

Arguing simply from the probabilities,
there Is ground for believing that a num¬

ber of good Xe«v Year resolutions were

arokcii flurinc the day yesterday.

Secretnry Shaw Is still before the pub-
o with an offer to swap one full-sized

leflett, good as new, for a few hundred
thousand well-scattered votes.

If Mr. Roosevelt is on the lookout for
something now to smash, his attention
s respectfully called . to Mr. Odell, of
S'ewburg.

Still, no!.«ody is contending that the

northwest Passage will ever be a keen
tompetitor with tho .Panama Canal (to

Thos,. people who wished Count Witte
i happy New Year doubtless had to

cok sharp to avoid the appearance of

rony.

Meanwhile Santo Domingo appears to

je doing its little best to qualify as the
ÍUissia of 'the New World.

That rumble you heard last night was

i small army of good resolvers sliding
3own off the water-wagon.

Pennsylvania has an income of «4,000,-
100, which helps to account for the pop-

llnrlly of politics In that State.

Sixty-six persons were lynched during
i'X)3 none of them capitalists.

L

THIS DAY IN HISTORY
January 2d.

|7_TItus Llvlus died at JPadus.. His his¬
tory of Rome, to which he devoted
twenty years, rendered him so cele¬
brated that a Spaniard is said to have
gone from Cndlr. to Homo for the
purpose merely of seeing him. His
history Is written In 140 books, of
which only thirty five are extant. Five
of these were discovered at Worms In
1731, and some fragments are si|ld to

hnvo been since found at Hercula-
neum.

17.Iilblius Ovidus Naso, the Homan
poet, died In exile at Tomos, aged
sixty.

1757.Calcutta retaken by the English
mid permitted to be fortified by the
Subah.

1765.James Edward Francis Stuart, the
Pretender, died. He was the eldest
son of James II., borp at I/tmdon In
1CS8.

1805 Tb», exportation of corn was prohib¬
ited from the Swedish and Prussian
ports.

855.Tho cities of Brooklyn and Wllllams-
burg, New Vork. united under one
municipal government and called
Brooklyn.

1861.Governor Kills, of North Carolina,
look possession of Fort Macon; Geor¬
gia troop.-i seized Forts PulUBkl and
Jackson and the United States arse-
mil at Savannah.

IS68.Governor Inlanders, or Loulslhann,
resigned, and Joshua H»ker appointed
his successor by General Hancock.

I875.Garibaldi refused the pension grant¬
ed him by the Italian Parliament be¬
cause of the low condition of tiro na¬
tion's financés.

1*305 -Russo-Japanese War; Port Arthur
to be occupied by Japanese army to¬
day; terms Of surrender signed; Rus¬
sians blew up all remaining forts,
ships, magazines and arsenals; îs.noo
wounded Russians in lily.

Arc very trying to «me whose system Is
ill run down-, bowels constipated and blood
Impure. No wonder you take cold so
easily, r.ulld up and fortify the system
by taking

HOSTETTER'S
STOMACH BITTERS.

Youii- find It splendid for preventing
Chills, Colds and Pneumonia, also for
curing Indigestion, Dyspepsja, Costive-
nées, Bloating and Malaria, Try it to¬
day; also got a free copy of our 1006 Al¬
manac from your druggist.

Visiting Cards.
Ijt/E HA VE exceptional facilitiesVr f0r executing orders for en¬

graved Visiting Cards, Reception,
Dinner, and Guest Cards Weddin?
Invitations, etc.
All Correspondence Given Careful At¬

tention.
Goods sent on Approval, Express Pre¬

paid,

Galt&Bro.,
Jewellers, Silversmiths, Stationers.
¡¡07 Pen asylvan in Avenus,

Washington, D. C.

¿fthymes for KJo~%)ay.
Modern Enterprise.

(A Chicago newspaper has commissioned
a correspondent to build an airship nml
llnd the North role.)
The circulation manager was feeling

pretty blue,
ills paper was not selling as he thought

It ought to do;
So he told tills to the owner, who ob¬

served: "Why, bless your soul!
Start a scheme to advertise us.say, a

sally to the Pole!"

The circulation manager was tickled half
to death,

He tittered and ho snickered till he ran
clean out of breath;

Tïïen he ran and called the manager, who
thus addressed his "star":

"Hey, Jim! get ready for a trip," and Jim
replied: "I are."

" 'Tis well," replied tlie manager, "and
this shall be your trip:

Put on your hat, go forth rind build an

up-to-date airship;
Engage the best a-eeronatit fi'id speed

true to thy goal.
And that? I swear I'd near forgot: Go

find the old North Pole!

"Install a wireless telegraph and wire us

every day.
Recounting llttb« Incidents that happen

on the way;
One column dally. S'lnng. my boy; your

hat Is on the shelf.
And should your StorlOB not come In, I'll

write 'em up myself!"
H. S. H.

Merely Joking.
A Firm Stand.."young ladle" said

the presldentess of Wassar Coll. », se¬
verely, "it has come to my knowledge
that upper classwomen have refused to
give recipes for making fudge to lower
classwomen. This must lie stopped. Maz¬
ing will positively not lie tolera lt-d at this
Institution.".Houston Chronicle.

Little Lambs..The College Boy: "Dad,
I think I'll tackle the Wall Strot game
as soon as I get my sheepskin." Old Man
(dryly): "Well, I believe that's the proper
apparel for young men in that district.".
Puck.
Correct!.Teacher: "Tommy, what Is the

name of the largest known diamond?"
Tommy: "Tho Ace.".Cleveland Leader.

Easy Remedy.."A lady whose hair is
falling out writes to ask what she shall
do with it," Bald the snako editor. "Tell
her to throw it away." replied the receipt
editor..Milwaukee Sentinel.
Somewhat Cruel..Wigwag: "fleTlo,

Scrlbblor! Writing any poetry these
days?" Scribbler: "Only enough to keep
tho wolf from the door." Wigwag: "Grvat
Scott! Tho wolf can't read poetry, can
he?".Philadelphia Record.

Knew Just Where He Stood..Fond
Father: "So you want to marry my daugh¬
ter?" Ardent Admirer: "l'es, sir." Fond
Father: "What are your prospects?" Ar¬
dent Admirer: "She is willing If you are."
.New Orleans 'limes-Democrat.

The Old and the New Year.
Oh, dear old year, you've grown so old!
What makes you tremble so?

Your locks that were as bright as gold
Are now as white as snow.

What makes you breathe so hard, old
year?

Oh, let us raise your head!
What makes you look so cold and drear?
The poor old year Is dead.

Oh, sweet old year; oh, dear old year,
Please speak to us again!

The half-closed eye has dropped a tear,The last of joy or pain.
Oh, dear old friend; you must not die,
You wen- so good and brave;'

How can we ever say good-bye,
And leave theo to the grave!

Thou gave'st us merry spring bo bold,With birds and songs and flowers, *

And autumn, with Its fruits of gold,
And summer's leaves and bowers.

We well remember how we went
And gathered by the spring;

And of the Joyful day we spent,
Making the green woods ring.

W»> never can forget, old year,
All that we had from thee;

Our Uves, our homes, our friends so dear
And now our Christmas troo.

Thy cold clay hands upon -thy breast,
AVe fold them now with tears;

And leave thee to thy long, long rest,
Through all ttie changing years.

And now upon our world's threshold
The gallant New Year stands;

We'll try to make him, like tho old,
Bring blessings in his hands.

We'll try to twine a wreath of Iovo
Around each homo and heart-;

That we may live and Iovo above,
When called on earth to part.

Ami then he'll give us what we ask,
If we will grateful bo;'

And try to do each one our task.
Perhaps another tree, T. AV. M.
Garyshurg, N. C.
-.

Kris Kringle Fooled.
¦Twas the night before Christmas, when

all thro' tho flat
Not a creature was stirring, not even a

rat;
When down tho tall chimney onmo Santy

a-hound,
Disgust on his face as ho turned him

around.
Straight Into tho parlor In anger he went,
And found a big placard, "This Flat Is

for Rent." .Puck.

Yuletide at Bacon Ridge.
Silas.Grnndpap Hprucoby Iiiih stopped

ripping mi the big Insurance companies
an'- started praisjn' it lip. Did ho get
anything eut of thorn?
Cyrus.Yep, they sent. him three new

».».ieiidaiH an' u blotter..Puck.

Words of Wisdom.
up and iloing:
tu those who »irlve,
got» tho honey

«rid tho hlvo.
.Chicago- Nowa.

y>l-uiou »id uo -. inn»

SECRETORY
ÉLITI
Bill to Be Offered in legislature

Continuing the Very Im¬
portant Office.

LETTERS FROM MAJOR DANIEL

Office to Be continued Until the
Good Work .Started Be

Completed. *

Kill I or of The 'times-Dispatch
Sir,-I enclose draft of a bill to bo pro¬

posed at the approaching session of the
General Assembly, "to provide for the
appointment of a Secretary of Virginia
Military ltecords, prescribing his duties,
and lor collecting materials for tho his¬
tory of Virginia In tho Civil War."
As chairman of the History Committee

Of tho Grand Camp of Confederate Vete¬
rans, l have felt that this muy devolves
upon me. It Is ono In which 1 hop« for
the sympathy and support of all wiio
value tho history of the Virginia- Com¬
monwealth. 3 hope The Times-Dispatch
v.ili kindly print tlu.» lull, am' l will be
glad to receive any suggestions for Us
improvement.
it is now generally known that tho

War jjcpurimeiit IS about to publish tho
roils or all the forces. Confederate us
Well as Union, that served :u any lime
during (ho Civil War.
it lo also known Unit General Lee's <»f-

iiciai papers wore destroyed by Ore on tho
rotreai to Appbrnattox; thift the bfllce »»»

the Adjutant-General ol Virginia was
burned; that u.e Confederate War De¬
partment was also burned, and that In
consequence ol tlieso three disasters the
State of Virginia was b.-re.i ,-e«l ol n.iii..-
muster roils and many valuttblo hi toricul
documents. Tho United States \>.«r De¬
partment has invoked il.»; co-operation
ot Hie State; and it has been glveh In
considerable degree, although the misfor-
tun« above mentioned entailed no small
embarrassment.
Tho General Assembly, by act approvedMarch 7, 1904, provided for a Secretary of

Virginia Military Hec.ords and uppropri-
ated Jü.öijo for expenses «u this olllco.
Major Koben VV. Hunter was appointed
to the position, and bus «lorn- much valu¬
able work, rescuing man) rolls ¡»ti«i pa¬
pers which would otherwlsi have been
lost. A suii Is now pending, under dlreo«
tion of Attorney-General Anderson, hi
which many mon- roll:, may be retrieved.
Tho Office of the Secretary of Military
Records, however, has expired, by limi¬
tation, with the work Incompleted, nnd
the Grand Camp of the Confederate Vete¬
rans has expressed Its desire for Us com¬
pletion.
The State Is deeply Interested that It

shall be completed, and tills bill has been
framed to accomplish this purpose. Us
f<-atui'i-s mav be summarized as follows:

1. It repeats the provision ol the act
of March V. 1901. so far us now appll-cnble, providing f'»r the recreation of
tin- ullli-i- of Hu- Hccr.-'ury of VirginiaMilitary Records, and making a very
reasonable and moderate provision for
lus assistance.

2. In addition to the work entrüste») to
the Secretary of Virginia Military Re¬
cords, it provides by seotlon three that
he shall prepara o short, history of theVirginia :r.i..ns in the military.naval <.'.¦ marine service. In doing this
we are but following, and slowly at that,the examples of many other States, and
will be laying the foundation upon which
true history must be constructed. Not¬withstanding thousands of volumes ofliterature that have appeared about theCivil War. it Is not yet possible for aVfirginlßn 'fto toll *with niVmraey 4fullness the great part which his Staleperformed in the great Confederate revo¬
lution.

3. The Military Secretary Is also In¬
structed to collect photographs or otherpictures of Confederate officers und sol-diera. And the time will come wh»;n suchthhiRs will b<! mon- regarded, and soughtfor. than th«-y have been «luring th<; daysof trial nnd tribulation which came astho aftermath of war.4. It also provides that the Military Sec¬
retary shall ascertain and report whatcounties, cities or towns have caused theroils of Confederate veterans and troopsto be placed upon record as heretoforeprovided by the Genera! Assembly, andshall encourage those which liavo notperformed this duty to fulfill It. givingsuch assistance as he may.The Slate Is now abundantly able toappropriât«- the money necessary to con¬summate this work. The ex-Confederateshave asked but little of her. This theyask. The State cannot afford to neglectthe work that needs to be done. The pe¬riod of history It covers Is being readund studied, and will be studied throughnil the ages to crup,, li'-n trio Pcloponeclanwar, the French Revolution, tho Crom-welllan struggle; the American Revolu¬tion of 3770, and other pivotal movementsof evolution nnd change. It will not dofor this great Comijionweallh to Ignoretho present opportunity to rescue all ofher history that mav lie lost, in greatmeasure, If the Confederate soldiers whostill survive pass away without that op¬portunity being availed of.

Very respectfully,
¦JOHN Vf. DANIEL.

A Bill.
Ta provide for tho appolntmont .I a. Secretary»f Virginia Military Records, pruti-rlblne- hi«duties and for pofleotlnn- materials for tin,history of Virginia In the Civil War-Whereas, under the net approved March 71Mb a Secretary of Virginia Military Recordswas appointed tor the purposo of co-oporalingwith the War Department of the lînltcii stat-eIn itn ili'.Hlifn to obtain and publish un.1er act ofCongress, a complete roster of the officers andenlisted men of the Union nnd Ouireduritoarmlos, under tho direction of the Secretary;
[Whereas, much lins been ncontnpbahed byho Secretary of Virginia Military ltecords Inthe collection u( munter rolls, records andma ter alsi bearing on military history In Vir¬ginia lu the several wars, hut much romains tobe acoomplishad to the end, that the state muv,1°,.lV,¡V"'.¿" "..<';«','vn, "". names of those"whoserved, It n war and the memories or theirdeeds, ami may fully co-ooeralo with theworthy efforts of the Fo.leiui B.vcrninent Inthis direction. «"«ermneni in

Governor to Appoint.
,..'. P", lt.iLnilct.id ''-*' Î.1»6, <?«uei*al Aasombly ofVirginia, Ihur then- shall bo appointed by" theGovernor, upon the recommendation of theCommander or the (¡rand (.'.-imp bt ConfederateVeterans of Virginia, a secretary «vhivi.i dulyli shall bo forthv.-lth In collect, so far as It hasnot already l»«<-n accomplished, nil muster roll*records and. other materials showing tho offl-oi i-H and enlistad men of tins several compai-nies, biitlHlli.ns, reirlmetits and other militaryonjiiiilzatl.'n from Virginia In the militaryirurlnn or naval service of the Confederan'States, and the name nr nil Virginian*; of what¬ever rank, In the military, marine, or navalservice of the Confedéralo States, «vhether i-og.uliu-H, volunteers, conscripts, nillllla, roservos,home guard-i or local troop«.8. The mild .ipiiolnteo Hhall be Unnivn as thoSecretary of Virginia Military Uncords, ll.-shall-by advertlsomunt, visitation, correspon¬dence", search, and by every other proper meansat his command, seek to ni.tutu tin- musterrolls, records, or other material above Indi-caled («o far as this lias not already beendone); and shall receive them either by nifts
or hum to the State, llo shall Kirn aver to (hoState Liiiriii-iun »if Virginia all such mimtei'rolls, records and other mntei-lnls so procuredby him, and tho librarian shall causo them tobe transmitted to the War Department of theUntied State:« to be copied and used In the pro-parution of the roster abnvu referred tu Insofaras needed for that purpose, This shall be denewith the uiidersbindliiii on tho purl of theUnited States and the .State of Virginia alikethat Hiev shall he returned, when copied, In
the Suite Library, or to the owner, ils thellbriii-liin may direct. Tue State Ubuti-lau Is
herein- authorized ami reipiesii-d to oo-operniowith the Seci-eliu-v of tin» Virginia MilitaryRecords to the end that this work be speedilydone,

Secretary's Duties.
;i. Ho shall preparo a short history, showingthe organization of every regiment, battalion,

company.or other organisation that was In the
military, naval or iiinrlno service of Vliinnlii,
or was contribute« by VirginUf to tin. milî-
larv, marino or naval servi. of the Coniou-
ernte Stutos whether regulars, volunteers, con-
HcrJpU), home guards or local troi»,.H. mlbtla orreJervW! and stallns as far am practicable the
Bj-niee rendered and the battles, combáis or¿klrmlsh.es In «vhleh they «vore «ingugod.
He nhall also, n» fur its practicable, collect

picture.') and phctogrii-'hs of the oflleer» andiuldlora-wlw served In the Civil War, and.«Is-
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THE MORTGAGE TAX.

How Exemption Operates in
Other States.

New York Tax Reform Association, Wil¬
liam G. Low, president; Speru-er Aldrjçh,
vice-president: Boiton Hall, vlco-presl-
dont; llallas B. Pratt, treasurer.
.Secretary's oflice, :C AVUHam Strc-t,

room HOS. Uwson Pürdy, secretary.
December 20. if«,.

Editor Of The TImen-Dispatch:
Sir,.Your discussion of morts«»« tax¬

ation nnd your opinion ttwit mortgages
should be exempt from taxation, with
which opinion I am in full accord, leads
mo to believe that you may be interest¬
ed In a brief review of the law in th»>
States In which mortgages arc not taxe 1.
In the State of Idaho among the Items

or property exempt from taxation are
clnssed "all dues and credits secured by
mortgages, trust deeds or other lien." In
four States the law In regard to the tax¬
ation or niortgngps is similar and pi'i-
vltles that tht' mortgage shall not be
taxed unless an exemption to the amount
Of the mortgage is claimed by the owner
of the real estate mortgaged. These
States are Connecticut, Massachusetts,
New Jersey and "Wisconsin. The law Is
similar In all the Stntr-s, and tlmt of
New Jersey Is as follows: "Hereafter no
mortgage of real or personal property,
or both, whether given by Individuals or
corporations, or the debt secured by such
mortgage, shall bo assessed for taxation
unions deduction therefor shall have been
claimed by the owner Of such mortgaged
property and allowed by the assessor."
in these States the practice is to pro¬
vide in the mortgage Itself that the bor¬
rower of monev shall not claim any de¬
duction from the assessed value of the
real estate. The result Is, therefore, that
the real estate Is assessed at its full
value, but the mortgage Ik not taxed,
and the borrower secures *hls loan at the
lowest rate of Interest compatible with
the condition of the money market and
the soundness of the security without
any increase on account of taxation or
the fear of taxation.
The law of Colorado Is in effect sim¬

ilar to that of Now Jersey, although quite
diffèrent worded On account of the Con¬
stitution. Mortgages are practically ex¬

empt In Colorado. .',.¦.¦.¦.,..'.
But the State of California has a unlquo

system In that the Constitution requires
that thO equity in tho real »estate mort-
entred shall bo taxod to the owner and
tlu> mortgage shall ho taxed to the mort-
uae-ee where the real estate is situated;
that"any contract by which the borrower
agrees to pay tho tax shall bo void. The
result Is that In California the rato of
Interest on mortgages exceeds the into
of interest on unsecured loans by about
the average tax rat« plus one-third to
one-half per cent, more to insure the
lender against a possiblo increase In the
nu.» nnd to compénsate him for Ins
trouble In paying tfio'Ux.', I«'MM the Su¬
premo Court of California huid In tho
llandinnnn cane that an agreement not si¬
multaneous with or a part of the mort¬
gage by which the borrower contracts
to nay iho tax Is not contrary to tho Con¬
stitution Now the law stationers entry
blanks ¿mbodying "a contract separate
and distinct from the mortgage, In which
the creditor agrees to reduce Iho Interest
lu cade tho debtor agrees to pay the
tax " 1' hnvo been Informd by county
auditors or Idaho that after the passage
of the law exempting mortgages In IK8
the rate of intercut on mortgages drop¬
ped a third, in Massuohusi'ttn mortgages
were exempted In 1881 and tho Massachu¬
setts' Tax Commission of 1897 estimated
that the reduction in tile rate of Intorest
no to such exemption was from one-halt

to tlireo-ipiai'tei» Of otto per cent» Mort-
lages are taxable-In tho State' of Now
Voile and the rule of Interest oh mort¬
gages in the rural counties o£ Muesaehu-i
-»«Its bordering on New VorU is less than
In similar counties across the lim« In
New York. The rate of Interest upon'
iiorgtagcs Is less In Hoston und phi a-
.lphla than It 1« in the city of Now

York .and thl. Is |. «.it,, .r th« f-»r
thai In Philadelphia lía four-mill ta
Imposed on mortgages without deductlo
for debt, and which Is quite thorough!enforced.
Although In this niatt'-r the ¦-.«:. o

ëxperloi «. is nol necessary, as any on»
can sec thai If t \« re In !¦¦¦ «i «>n loan
it must be harder to borrow monev util
«H the evldei ... |n th- »n d
rectlon ari'l errtnbajitze« th» r-.n ti,

N. V. T.,.\ It« in Association.

SOUTHERN FARMS.

Rapid Increase in Value Makes
the Whole South Prosperous.
w .- ti te that the Industrial d-

velopmi the South is so ,-. forward
with amazing rapidity, It ¡«, nevertheless,
true thai by virtue of the extent of tho
agricultural Interests of the .««»«¡th. agri¬
culture U yet the foundaUon <«f ti-.<- busi¬
ness of that section. A change fr.im pov¬
erty to prosperity of the farmer, and a
»hang»- fr««m land without a «"Hing valu»
to hmd in demand nt an advani .. of r»l
t«i l.vi p.r cent, i.vi.r the nominal prlpe
of One or two years ago. is th« most fur-
naehlng deveioiuii'-nt In Southern ad¬
vancement of tho last quarter of a cén¬

it ¡i far-i-.-.i-
means that wit
Southern farm
not less than f:
ably at bast ÎI.
that, It means
financial condlt
has snlncd new

I,a. It

¦'.«. nut more than
«I« i- this Improved
Southern farmer

fo
»t his

fln-

nttr»
th.-

le as to whether tie
lalor Is to control

pie. Having won this
lulling of cotton from

.tory, whether the fac-

t¡Kit he
cotton i

Ish the
prodncer
the price
Ugh!, tin
the Held
tory be In this country or in Europe, has

entered upon an entirely new stase in
its history. It als«i means that land wi.l
be more thoroughly cultivated, for the
successful man, whether he be a far¬
mer, a merchant, or a manufacturer, l»
always better able to work t . go«» i ad¬
vantage than the one who is lighting a

losing battle.
During the last six years the total

value of the cotton crop, Including seed,
has been $S,0O0,0CO,00O, against $1.VM>.<iiO,-
ijrj for the preceding six year.-«, showing
a gain over the preceding six years of
over *i.-M)o,ooo,ouo. it is not, however, due
to this great Increase In cotton alone that
the Soutli«--i'ii fanner Is in better shape;
More and more has the diversification of
¡agriculture gone on; more and mon« have
fruit growing and track raisin«, "hog and
hominy" with the meat house at home
rather than In the West, been developed
throughout the South..Manufacturers'
Record.

Seedless Persimmons.
Editor, of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I saw In my Times-Dispatch yes¬

terday ah account of the only' seedless
persimmon tree in Virginia had been cut
down, and our friend from Maryland pro¬
duced a few seedless ones.

You can say that If the Commissioner
of Agriculture wants to find seedless per¬
simmons bo should come tip hi old Gooch-
land, and he will find plenty of them, and
the best one ever stuck a tooth In. too.

U T. ALMOND,
Elk Hill, R. F. IK,-Box 26.

December 30, Í005.

«cial
Cigar
and
Candy
Sale

? All popular brands Cigars,
In boxes of 2ü, 89c; boxes of
f.O, $1.75; boxes of 100, $3.50.

Pino Canilles In 1, 2, 3 and
5-lb. boxes.

I. Wagner drag Co.

OPEN ALL NIGHT.


